CHILDREN   IN   INSTITUTIONS
lack of popularity with other children, disobedience, temper
display, and stealing; difficulties in finding friends or dealing
with money, etc. (in adolescence).
All these characteristics which institution children tend to
show are more strongly marked in the case of the children who
enter institutions at an early age.
It may be repeated that no one suggests that these undesirable
results are found with every child or in every institution; but that,
on the comparative data, a strong tendency is noted for children in
institutions to show such difficulties more frequently and to a greater degree
than children in their own homes or in foster homes.
WHY ARE INSTITUTIONS UNFAVOURABLE?
What characteristics of life in institutions are responsible for
these tendencies to various sorts of adverse development in their
inmates? This involves a reference to normal children and normal
conditions.
Evidence as to the general question of what are favourable and
unfavourable conditions for normal development may be drawn
from two main sorts of observation and research: (i) the study
of well-adjusted normal children in various circumstances and
classes of society; (2) the study of those children (and adults)
whose development has gone wrong, who have become neurotic
or delinquent, or show special difficulties of behaviour. By
bringing these two sets of facts together we are able to arrive at
some conclusion as to the most essential needs of young children.
ESSENTIAL NEEDS OF CHILDREN
I shall now summarise briefly my views as to the most essential
needs of young children, those which must be met if their develop-
ment is to be normal, again quoting evidence or opinions from
other authors at various points. I shall select only those aspects
which bear closely upon the subject of this enquiry.
What I have to say will mostly refer to the infant and the very
young child, since on the one hand it is the early years which are
the most formative, and on the other, it is in these years that the
social and emotional needs of the child are most readily over-
looked. The infant and young child are so often unable to make
their troubles known, whereas the older child and adolescent
reveal them not only through speech but also through defiant
or delinquent behaviour, through running away and other forms